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Course descriptors

Level of the Course

Students can enter the English for Academic Purposes course on completion of a Torrens University Australia placement test or equivalent.

Academic English levels

Lower
Intermediate
(Academic)

Listening

Can understand the
main points of clear
standard speech.

Can understand simple
technical information.

Can follow basic academic

based conversations.

Speaking

Can connect phrases

in a simple way in

order to describe
experiences and events.

Can prepare and
deliver short, informal
presentations on
current events and/
or personal issues.

Reading

Can understand texts with
high-frequency every day
or job-related language.

Can recognise

significant points in
basic non-academic
and academic texts.

Writing
Can write straightforward,
detailed descriptions

on familiar subjects
in paragraph form.

Intermediate
(Academic)

Can understand factual

information about common

every day topics.

Can understand simple

spoken text across a range

of academic genres.

Can communicate with
some confidence on
familiar, routine matters.

Can express thoughts on
more abstract, cultural
or academic topics.

Can identify the
main conclusions

in clearly signaled
argumentative texts.

Can scan longer texts
in order to locate
desired information.

Can write short,
simple essays on
topics of interest.

Can summarise and report
factual information on
familiar, routine matters.

Upper
Intermediate
(Academic)

Can understand extended

speech and lectures.

Can understand standard
spoken text across a range

of academic genres.

Can take an active
part in discussion in
familiar contexts.

Can present clear, detailed
descriptions on a wide
range of subjects.

Can read most articles
and reports.
Can understand

written content from
academic texts.

Can write clear,
detailed texts on a wide
range of subjects.

Can create explanation
texts, explaining how
or why things occur.

Lower Advanced
(Academic)

Can understand more

complex spoken language
encountered in academic

or professional life.

Can use the language
fluently and accurately on
a wide range of general
or academic topics.

Can help the discussion
along on familiar ground.

Can read texts with a large
degree of independence.
Can understand lengthy,

complex written content
from academic texts.

Can write an essay

or report, passing on
information or giving
reasons for or against a
particular point of view.

Advanced

Can understand extended

speech even when not
clearly structured or
explicitly signaled.

Can easily follow
complex interactions in
group discussion and
debate on a wide range
of academic topics.

Has a good command

of a broad range of
language. Can prepare
and deliver well-structured
presentations on a wide
range of academic topics.

Consistently maintains
a high degree of
grammatical accuracy.

Can understand long
and complex academic
and literary texts.

Can understand
specialised articles
and longer technical
instructions.

Can write clear, well-
structured, extended,
academic text types.
He/she can select the

style appropriate to
the target reader.

Copyright: Council of Europe “Common European Framework of Reference for Languages:
Learning, teaching, assessment”. Adapted by Torrens University Australia.

Certificate of Completion and Attendance

The Torrens University Australia Certificate details the name of the student, the duration of the course, the level

and type of course, the dates of commencement and completion and the student’s actual attendance.

Structure of the Course

The English for Academic Purposes course ranges from 4 to 52 weeks and provides students
with the language skills they require to enter their primary course.

Performance

This indicates a student’s level of motivation, application to study and contribution to class.

A: Excellent

Attendance

B: Very good

C: Satisfactory

Unsatisfactory attendance: 0% to 79%
Satisfactory attendance: 80% to 100%

D: Weak

E: Unsatisfactory




